
 

St. Asaph Square Website has lots of news and information!  Just go to http://www.st-asaph-square.com 

 

 

Board President’s Report 
Bev Keane, President 

Hello Neighbors.  
  
What a difference a few months make.  Walk the 
hallways and enjoy the new lighting, carpeting and wall 
covering at Saint Asaph Square. There is still much to 
do, but we are anticipating completion of the building 
renovation project mid to late April or early May. Your 
patience during the project is greatly appreciated.    
  
Another scheduled project beginning in April will be the 
renovation of the pool plaza deck to include new 
waterproofing. Brick and concrete will be removed and 
replaced in the north east corner of the plaza as the first 
phase begins. Information on start dates will be 
forthcoming. 
  
Updates related to the building renovation and other 
announcements can be found at the Saint Asaph Square 
website at http://www.st-asaph-square.com. Please 
bookmark the address so you can stay as up to date as 
possible with building activities and other news. The 
website also provides other helpful information about 
Saint Asaph Square and Alexandria. 
  
Please join us at the monthly Board meetings held every 
the third Tuesday of every month on the third floor 
solarium, S. Pitt Street side. 

 
 

Welcome Wagon    
Debby Palmer-Mills, Chair 
 
A warm welcome to our newest resident, 
              Caroline Harlach in unit #125. 
 
 
 

Landscape Committee      
Bev Keane, Chair  
 and Barbara Ballentine  
 
Spring is finally here!  Advantage Landscaping has done 
the initial cleanup from winter and the property is 
looking better.  Some of our perennial plants are 
starting to emerge from the soil and will soon fill out 
the empty areas. In addition, English ivy is starting to 
grow again. While attractive, it can be destructive to 
buildings, trees and other plants.  If you need assistance 
in removing ivy from your patio, please contact Mr. 
Serry. We will be moving some bedding plants in April 
and can always use an extra pair of hands.
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The St. Asaph Square community lost a much loved 
resident with Anne’s passing. She contributed greatly to 
our community’s beginnings, serving for years on the 
Board as well as chairing the Social Committee, and was 
a friend to those who were lucky to have met her. 

 

 

Social Committee        

 

  Calling all bridge players! made with 
others who would like to play. 
 
 

Happy Hour  
Join your neighbors for fun and conversation on Fridays 
at about 5:30 p.m.  Bring a beverage of your choice -- 
soda, lemonade, wine, water, whatever -- but do come! 
All are welcome!  (When the weather warms we will 
meet on the St. Asaph patio.) 
 
 

If you or you and a friend would like to be the 
Social Committee Chair or Co-Chair, please contact  
Ginny Long at vlongmath@aol.com. 
 
 

Design Committee    
Ginny Long & Shari Keefer, Co-Chairs 
Committee Members Deb Bowman, Kathy Helfert,  

 and Celeste Johnston 
 

Saint Asaph Square Renovation Project 
With the winter winds gone and flowers budding again 
comes another rejuvenation -- our building’s interior is 
coming to beautiful life, too.  Designer Nancy Colbert’s 
careful attention to planning and detail is evident 
throughout, and as each element is added, it’s exciting to 
watch the night-to-day transformations -- the new 
lighting in the hallways a nearly literal example! 
 
With the completion of our new interior, the Design 
Committee is planning to host an Open House in June for 
realtors in the community. We’ll conduct a guided tour 
throughout the building to give them an opportunity to 
see our fresh and welcoming new look.  Details will be 
posted in the next newsletter and in email notices.   
 
 
 

In Remembrance 
Anne McCarthy, a long-time resident of 

St. Asaph Square, died Saturday, February 

27, 2016 at home after a long illness.   

Anne and I were friends for over 30 years; 

we both came to St. Asaph as renters and 

were among the first to buy apartments 

when the building became a 

condominium.  I have fond memories of 

sharing wine and gossip on a late Friday 

afternoon.  Anne was a sharp, wonderful 

story-teller, and like many New Yorkers, a 

withering and humorous critic of man’s 

follies. 

She served on our first Boards for several 

terms, and, supported often by Ralph 

Rosenbaum, faced down crucial, 

controversial attempts to weaken the 

building’s health and beauty.  We are 

greatly indebted to Anne for our present, 

valuable home. 

Anne’s memorial service was held in New 

York where she had many friends and 

family members.  She asked that donations 

be sent to Mr. Serry’s foundation that 

helps new immigrants. 

Nancy Arnesen 
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  Management’s Corner 
Patrick M. Mazzei, CMCA, AMS 

Chief Human Resource Officer  

and Community Manager 

  

Spring is here …and for many, a favorite time of 

year. Everything is coming alive and it’s also time to 
begin preparations for the pool opening! 

                    
American Pool Company is our incumbent service and 
management contractor and has already been on site 
to perform a pre-season annual inspection of the pool 
and pool systems. This year the Pool will require a new 
white coat application. The white coat is a non- skid 
surface application of gunnite that is sprayed on a pre-
prepared concrete surface. This is a mandatory repair, 
as the City of Alexandria Health Department has 
required, prior to beginning the 2016 pool season. 
  
What does this mean to you? Like many construction 
projects that require demolition of in place material, 
there will be dust and jack hammering noise from the 
pool area. Those who are sensitive to noise and/or 
chemicals should note that there may be use of 
Muriatic Acid to prepare the surface prior to the 
gunnite application. As with any construction project 
the Association will provide advance notice prior to 
the commencement of work. 
  
Another simultaneous project is in test Phase I to 
remove and apply a waterproofing membrane to the 
pool plaza deck; a part of the larger deck replacement 
project. Prior to the opening of the pool, a 
construction team will be on site to demolish the 
northeast section of the plaza deck, waterproof, install 
drains, replace brick and re-pour concrete. In doing so, 
professional engineers will have the opportunity to 
evaluate the current substrate integrity and existing 
waterproofing system; make any modifications to 
their specifications, learn and plan an action to 
proceed with the entire deck replacement in the 
subsequent year(s). 
  
If you have a parking space under this section of 
construction you may be inconvenienced and asked to 

park elsewhere for a few days as the deck will need 
underside shoring. We request your cooperation as 
not to delay the project and to prevent any debris 
accidentally falling onto your vehicle(s). A list of 
parking spaces that may be affected by the 
construction will be distributed by Mr. Serry prior to 
construction. 
  
What this means to you? There will be dust, jack 
hammering and other loud noise from the deck area. 
Those who are sensitive to chemicals should note that 
there may be use of an asphaltic rubber hot 
compound (waterproofing) that is odiferous. As with 
any construction project, the Association will provide 
advanced notice prior to the commencement of work. 
If weather cooperates and the contractors have no 
delays in their timeline, the pool will open in time for 
the Memorial Day weekend. 
  
Unit owners, please make sure that you have a picture 
pool pass for 2016. As in the past, Mr. Serry will be 
providing his talents for pool pass production. For 
those who do not have a picture pass, please watch 
for dates and times for picture taking. There will also 
be guest passes available. A flyer will be distributed to 
remind everyone of the hours of operation and the 
current pool rules and regulations. 
  
If you have any questions regarding the construction 
project, please contact me directly. 
  
Best Regards, 
Patrick M. Mazzei 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Yahya M. Serry, CMCA 

 On-site Manager 
 

The Use of Barbeque Grills 
Lots of questions have been asked regarding the use of 
barbeque grills. There is no better time to talk about this 
topic than now when outdoor grilling is ready to go in full 
force.  
 
In a memorandum by the then Chief Fire Marshall, Mr. 
Michael Conner, dated May 24, 1999, responding to a 
request for information for the use of barbeque grills on 
balconies in Alexandria, Mr. Corner stated in part:  
 

……In the event the cooking is done by Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas, (typically propane), the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standard 58 is 
the reference standard governing the use of this 
product in all multi-family dwellings with three or 
more living units. NFPA 58, section 3-4.9.2 states 
that, cylinders having a water capacity greater 
than 2½ pounds shall be prohibited on balconies 
above first floor in all buildings above three or 
more balcony units. This requires that the 
cylinder is limited to 14.7 gallons of liquefied 
petroleum gas. The average barbeque grill 
normally comes equipped with a 20 gallon tank, 
thus prohibited in all multifamily dwellings as 
defined above.  
 

Mr. Conner further indicated that, most multi-family 
dwellings in Alexandria, both rentals and condominiums, 
have complete prohibition of these types of devices 
because of their insurance carriers’ regulations. I am 
hopeful that this answers all the questions regarding the 
use of grills.  
 
For the comfort of the residents, the Association has 
designated two areas on the deck plaza as grilling areas; 
the north and south ends of the plaza. It is a BYOG policy. 
Be sure to label your grill and most importantly, please 
clean after grilling and please be sure to place your grill 
away from doorways and traffic areas. 
 
Have a pleasant and smooth spring to summer. 

 
 

 
 

Getting to Know You…  

  By Mary Ann Radebach 
 

 Mary Ann’s Getting to Know You  column is definitely a 

fan favorite.  Mary Ann, you’re missed!  We wish you well 
and look forward to your safe return.   
 
 
 
 

  

Cleaning out closets and finding things you’d like to sell 
or just give away?  Post them in .  Just list 
the item (s), put a price or write ‘free’, and give a phone 
number, unit number, or email address to contact you.  
Send to vlongmath@aol.com and it will be listed in the 
next newsletter.   
 
 
 
 

        
 

Surprises Found Under the  
Hotel Indigo 

By Barbara Ballentine 

While digging the garage for the Hotel Indigo at 220 
South Union Street at the end of Duke Street two 
exciting historic artifacts were uncovered – a warehouse 
built in 1755 and part of a hull of a fifty-foot late 18th 
century ship. They were located 4-6 feet below the 
current surface of Union Street. In the 18th century the 
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eastern edge of Union Street (then called Water) was a 
bluff.  Below it were sand flats adjacent to the Potomac. 
In the late eighteenth century the sand flats were filled 
in (called “banking out”) to make easier access to ships in 
the harbor. In that process these structures were 
covered up and, due to the moist soil, well preserved.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
From archival record we knew that in 1755 the Trustees 
of Alexandria ordered John Carlyle to build at Point 
Lumley a warehouse of 100’ long by 24’ wide. There was 
even a plat showing where it was to go. (The drawing 
above shows what it may have looked like.)  
 
Archaeologists were hoping some of it would be found. 
What they found amazed them – massive timbers with 
12-inch cross-sections, floor boards, a load-bearing 
summer beam, remnants of wood posts and studs, and 
stone foundations up to 3 feet in height. It provides a 
unique opportunity to document and understand some 
of the methods that were used in the construction of an 
18th-century wooden building. It was situated on one of 
the few places where ocean-going vessels could pull up 
close to the shoreline. The construction of the 
warehouse can be considered one of the first public 
works projects in the City. It represents the earliest 
historical structure archaeologically excavated in 
Alexandria to date. 
 
The real surprise find were the remnants of a late 18th 
century ship. The uncovered ship served as the 
framework for part of the banking out process when the 
sand flats were filled in. They would sink an old boat and 

fill it with rocks and sand. Roughly 30-40% of the port 
side of the ship is left intact, including ceiling planks, 
framing, keel, external hull planking, deadwood and 
parts of the stern post.  The ship was purposely 
positioned against a circa 1798 bulkhead wharf. Further 
study of the ship has the potential to provide insight into 
ship-building practices of this early era of our history, 
and it may represent a vessel type that has not yet been 
documented through archaeological research.  
Given the significance of these artifacts, the City of 
Alexandria wishes to conserve the wood timbers of the 
warehouse and the ship for use in an educational display 
in the future. 
 
Additional information (and photos) may be found on 
the City web site at this link: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/archaeology/def
ault.aspx?id=89678 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Asaph Square 

website has SO much!  You 

can find a calendar plus Saint 

Asaph forms and rules on the 

Owners/Residents tab, links 

to help you move around the 

DC metro area on the 

Neighborhood Links tab, 

weather, and more.  Check it 

out at  

http://www.st-asaph-square.com. 
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Reminders  

 Shopping carts in the basement are the property of 
specific owners and are located at their respective 
parking spaces. Please respect the property of 
others.  Please return all carts to their original 
location.  They are for the sole use of the individual who 
owns the parking space unless otherwise authorized. 
 

 Dogs should be kept on leashes in all common 
areas. 
 

 Please ensure that all trash and recycling items are 
placed in the receptacles in the garage trash rooms and 
that trash chute rooms are kept free of non-bagged 
waste. Boxes must be flattened before placing in all 
receptacles. Note: Single Stream Recycling is in effect.  

 

  Here’s an excellent  website with lots of 
information about recycling in Alexandria:  
 

http://alexandria.gov/tes/solidwaste/info/defaul
t.aspx? 

 
 Residents are reminded not to park in designated 
parking spaces unless they have the owner’s prior 
approval. Visitors who use the outdoor visitors’ parking 
spots need to register their vehicles with the office. If the 
office is closed, please put a sign on the dashboard 
indicating which unit the car is visiting.  The complex 
reserves the right to tow non-registered vehicles. 
 
 There is a ‘NO SMOKING’ policy in common areas of 
St. Asaph Square, including open air balconies. 
 

   We have a little library on the 3rd floor of 
the South Pitt Street side, organized and maintained by 
Van Keane.   (If locked, your key to the building will open 
it.)  
 

 Here’s a handy link to the City of Alexandria site - 
you can submit online requests for the city to do 
something.  For example, would you like the bus stop on 
South Washington Street to be restored?  Click here and 
let your voice be heard: 
http://request.alexandriava.gov/CCC/#tab=Find 
 

           
 
 

                     
A fun and important way to become more involved 

in St. Asaph Square is by volunteering.  Please 

consider contacting one of the committee chairs 

to offer your special talents – you’re needed! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Our monthly Board meetings are held on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 PM 

in the 3rd floor South Pitt Street solarium. 
 

The next Board meeting is Tuesday, April 19. 
 

The meetings are the place for residents to learn  
all that is going on in the building and to voice 

questions, comments, concerns, complaints, and 

appreciation. 
 

 

 
To submit an item for the  

May and June Newsletter, 
please send to vlongmath@aol.com by  

May 15. 
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To minimize printing costs, our goal is to provide our newsletter electronically as much as possible.  If you would like to 
receive a copy of the newsletters via email, please submit your email address to Serry at Stasaph801@verizon.net.  If 
you would like to receive the newsletters using our website, just log onto http://www.st-asaph-square.com and go to 
the Owners/Residents’ tab where the newsletters are posted (please see Serry for the password you will need to access 
that page).  Deb Bowman, creator of the website, will be happy to assist you if you have any problems or questions.  If 
you do not have a computer and would like hard copies of the newsletter to be delivered to you, please notify Serry. 
 

Please note that this newsletter is for the purpose of disseminating information that may be useful, important to know, or 
interesting to residents; it is not the appropriate place to air dissatisfactions.  The editor and Board reserve the right to 
control content of the newsletter.  Residents with complaints or dissatisfactions should please direct them to the 
Board, either in person or in writing.  Such issues are then brought up and discussed during the Community Forum 
session of every Board meeting. 

Saint Asaph Square Newsletter team,  
Ginny Long, Editor 

Yahya M. Serry, Production and Distribution 

MEET THE TEAM 
 

Board Members 

Bev Keane, President 
Deb Bowman, Vice President 
Shari Keefer, Treasurer 
Ralph Rosenbaum, Secretary 
Jack Burton, Member at Large 

                Board email:       
 saintasaphsquareboard@gmail.com 

 

Cardinal Management 

     Patrick M. Mazzei, CMCA, AMS 
        Agent for the Association 
            4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 201  

   Woodbridge, VA  22192 
 p.mazzei@cardinalmanagementgroup.com 

 
        Yahya M. Serry, CMCA 

      On-Site Manager 
      St. Asaph Square Condominiums 
 801 South Pitt Street 
 Alexandria, VA 22314 
 703-683-5858 

           Stasaph801@verizon.net 
 
        Veronica Reyes, Housekeeping staff 
        Leodan Reyes, Maintenance staff  
    
  

 

Serry’s Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday and Friday:   
  8:30 A.M – 5:30 P.M. 

Thursday:  10:30 A.M. – 7:30 P.M. 

For emergencies during office hours, 

please contact Cardinal at 703-569-5797. 

For after-hours emergencies, 

call 1-866-370-2989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARDINAL MANAGEMENT  

GROUP, INC 

 
4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 

201Woodbridge, VA  22192 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

Office Phone Number: 703-569-5797 

FAX Number:  803-866-3156 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER:  1-866-370-2989 
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