
 

St. Asaph Square Website has lots of news and information!  Just go to http://www.st-asaph-square.com 

Board President’s Report 
Bev Keane, President  

Hello Neighbors, 

 

It was sad to see the pool close on Labor Day.  We 

had a very successful season and many new 

residents enjoyed this popular amenity.   

  

Committees have been in full swing and a budget 

has been adopted for 2017. Annual election of 

Board members will be held on October 18.  This is 

the most important Board meeting of the 

year.  Please attend or have your proxy 

submitted. This is your opportunity to let the Board 

know how we are doing. Also, please consider 

running for the Board in the future.  Owner 

participation is vital in setting priorities for Saint 

Asaph Square.  

  

Updates related to the building and other 

announcements can be found at the Saint Asaph 

Square website at http://www.st-asaph-

square.com. Please bookmark the address so you 

can stay as up to date as possible with building 

activities and other news. The website also provides 

other helpful information about Saint Asaph Square 

and Alexandria.      

  

Please join us at the monthly Board meetings held 

every the third Tuesday of every month on the third 

floor solarium, S. Pitt Street side.  Looking forward 

to seeing you there. 

 

Welcome Wagon    

 

  Debby Palmer-Mills has served as 

Chair of the Welcome Wagon since its beginning and 

over those many years has helped to make many, many 

new residents feel welcome in their new home with gift 

bags and hand-written notes.  It is with regret to report 

that Debby will be stepping down now that other 

responsibilities call.  Her warmth and friendliness has 

personified what the Welcome Wagon is all about, and 

she’ll be greatly missed.   On behalf of all of us of St. 

Asaph Square, Debby, thank you so very much. 

 

Shari Keefer has been a Welcome Wagon 

volunteer with Debby over the years, and is hopeful that 

another volunteer will join her on the committee.   

 

ST. ASAPH 

SQUARE 
Newsletter 

September & October  

2016 

http://www.st-asaph-square.com/
http://www.st-asaph-square.com/


Greetings to our newest residents ~ 
 Sara Broadwater  (412 

 Kevin and Edna Chavez   (225) 

 Frank Cianfrani  (235) 

 Shirley McKnight   (420)  

 

Landscape Committee      

Bev Keane, Chair  

        and Barbara Ballentine  

  
Summer is over and we are looking forward to 

seeing the leaves change, especially on Green 

Street.  Our landscape is looking a little dry but 

should bounce back after some much needed 

rain.  Tree punning of dead or unsightly branches 

will be done this month. 

                  

Social Committee        

 

The Chair position is currently vacant. Please 
contact the Board if you are interested in heading the 
committee. 
 

Happy Hour  

Come on Fridays at about 5:30 p.m. to the St. Asaph 

patio and, if you like, bring something to drink – 

soda, wine, water or whatever.  It’s a relaxing time 

with your neighbors, and a good way to make new 

friends and meet up with old. 

 

Design Committee    
Ginny Long and Shari Keefer, Co-Chairs 

Committee Members Deb Bowman, Kathy Helfert,  

 and Celeste Johnston 
 
A plant was selected to potentially fill in an empy wall of 
the St. Asaph lobby, and it or a similar one will be 
considered by the Board. 
 

       

 

 

       Management’s Corner 
 

Patrick M. Mazzei, CMCA, AMS 

Chief Human Resource Officer 

and Community Manager 
 

Fall is in the air… 

and the Annual Meeting for the Association  

has been scheduled. 

 As a reminder to all owners, the Annual Meeting 

will be held in the St. Asaph lobby on October 18, 

2016, beginning at 7:00 pm with a 6:30 pm (sign-in) 

registration.  If you are unable to attend it would be 

greatly appreciated if you would complete your 

proxy form, sign it, have it witnessed and return so 

that there will be a quorum of the Association 

membership.  There is no regular business 

conducted at an Annual Meeting.  The purpose of 

the meeting is to elect members of the Board of 

Directors to fill the expiring terms of office.  This 

year there are 3 terms that are expiring. Deb 

Bowman, Jack Burton and Bev Keane have all 

announced their intentions to run for the Board for 

another term.  The terms are staggered with 

duration of 2 years.  If you have an interest in 

running for the Board, please take time to submit 

your nomination form which was sent to your home 

by Management; often referred to as a “call for 

candidates.”  

  

The positions of the Board have specific duties as 

outlined in the governing documents.  The positions 

are done by nomination and vote after the Annual 

Meeting in an organizational meeting presided by 

Management.  If you have any questions regarding 

the Board, duties and procedures, or would like 

additional information, please send me an email.  

  

 



The governance and decisions that affect the 

community and all the residents is dependent on 

the owners of the Association to become involved 

and volunteer to serve on the Board of 

Directors.  The future of the Association and the 

path which it follows is not dictated by 

Management.  It’s the actions and the independent 

thought of each member of the Board of Directors. 

 

By-Laws Committee- At the last business meeting of 

the Association, the Board of Directors sanctioned 

an ad-hoc committee to review and make 

recommendations for change in the current bylaws 

of the Association.  If you are interested in serving 

as a volunteer on the committee, please let your 

intentions be known to the Board President, Bev 

Keane. You may drop her a note via the 

Association’s office. 

 

I look forward to seeing our long time residents 

again this year at the Annual Meeting and to meet 

with the many new residents of St. Asaph Square. 

 

Best regards, 

Patrick M. Mazzei    

                   

 

          

                        

        

 

 

 

 

  Getting to Know You…   

 By Mary Ann Radebach 

Welcome back, Mary Anne!   We sure did miss you. 

Now here are highlights of her adventures in Georgia that 

she wrote up to share with us.   

 

When I first awoke I had no idea where I was.  It finally 

dawned on me that I was at home in Alexandria, Virginia.  

The reason for my confusion was that for the last six 

months, my home had been Tbilisi, Georgia.  That is, the 

Republic of Georgia, not the state of Georgia.  I was a 

Peace Corps Response Volunteer serving in the Republic 

of Georgia. For those of you who may be a little weak in 

geography, Georgia is located at the crossroads of 

Western Asia and Eastern Europe. It is bounded to the 

west by the Black Sea, to the north by Russia, to the 

south by Turkey and Armenia, and to the southeast by 

Azerbaijan. The capital and largest city is Tbilisi.   

Peace Corps Response provides qualified professionals 

the opportunity to serve in rewarding, short-term 

assignments in various programs around the world. My 

assignment was a six-month tour as an Employability 

Specialist for a Georgian Ministry.   Having retired from 



Delaware Department of Labor as an Employment and 

Training Counselor, I was very qualified for the position. 

I think that I fell in love with Tbilisi the first time that I 

saw it.  Peace Corps staff met us at the airport at 4 AM 

and drove us by bus to the city.  By the time we reached 

Tbilisi, the sun was just coming up and I could see the 

city with high mountains in the background.  It is an old 

and beautiful city.  When I say “old,” I mean “old.”  

Traveling around Georgia, we went into churches that 

were built in the 4th century. For someone like me, 

whose idea of old is colonial 16th century Virginia, the 4th 

century was hard to fathom as I pictured the people who 

had lived and died here and where many of the graves 

went back for centuries.  

For three months I stayed with a Georgian host family – 

mother, father, son 16 years and daughter 14 yrs.  The 

son and daughter studied English in school.  The parents 

knew about the same amount of English as I knew 

Georgian, although I took Georgian language lessons 

every week.  My language skills were not good, but I was 

a good mime and we learned to understand one another.  

The mother was a great cook.  I was never sure what I 

was eating, but it was delicious. The daughter helped me 

with my vocabulary.  They were kind to take a stranger 

into their home, but we managed to communicate and 

laughed a lot with each other’s pronunciations. 

 

 

By the fourth 

month, I was 

ready to get a 

place by myself.   

With the help of 

friends from 

work, I moved 

into a one 

bedroom 

apartment very near work.  There were some problems.  

My washing machine had directions all in Russian.  The 

landlord came with a service repair man and showed me 

how to set the dials.  Then he banged on the top of the 

washer and the sides and the washer started.         

 

 

 

Evidently there was some trick to the banging, because 

when my television didn’t work, the landlord did the 

same thing to the television and the picture came back 

on. When my bathroom sink became clogged, I thought 

that I could fix it so I took the back of a pen and pounded 

it into the drain. The water went down.  Just to be on the 

safe side, I started to brush my teeth at the kitchen sink. 

At work, the staff was very helpful.  I gave several 

presentations on employability skills to the staff and to 

representatives from different agencies.  I was training 

the trainers because they took the skills I taught – such 

as how to write a resume, how to interview for a job – 

and taught the clients that they worked with.  I also 

taught English classes to the staff where I worked.  

It wasn’t all work. I frequently met my friends from 

Peace Corps and had dinner.   We traveled together on a 

6-hour bus ride to the beach resort of Batumi and a 9-

hour car trip to the Svaneti Region of Georgia where we 

saw huge watch towers.  In the middle ages, every family 

had a watch tower where they would hide when they 

were being invaded. The Upper Svaneti Region is now an 

UNES CO World Heritage Site.  One weekend we took a 

bus trip to Yerevan, Armenia, which is an interesting city.  

On the social side, I met some women who were part of        

an International Club and accompanied them to the 

opera and ballet. 

  

 

Figure 1 City of Tbilisi Georgia 

 



 

 

 

   Figure 2: A Watchtower in the Svaneti region of Georgia 

 

So I had a very full and interesting life in Georgia.  It was 

the people who made the difference.  One night I was all 

dressed up taking the small bus to the opera.  A lady 

sitting across from me asked in English where I was from 

and where I was going.  Her daughter lived in New York 

and told me about her visit.  When I was leaving the bus 

and tried to pay, she stopped me and said that she had 

paid my fare because she wanted me to feel welcome in 

her country.  I think that kindness to me describes the 

hospitality and generosity of the Georgian people.  I am 

very grateful that I had a chance to stay in Georgia and 

hope that through my efforts they came to know 

Americans better. 

                     

 

                  

 

 

St. Asaph Square’s Jann Haynes Gilmore will 

launch her new book, Olive Rush: Finding Her Place 

in the Santa Fe Art Colony, in Santa Fe, New Mexico 

in October.  Join her for a Book Talk and Signing at 

Principle Gallery, 208 King Street, Alexandria VA on 

November 15, 2016 at 6:30 PM.   

Congratulations, Jann, and much continued success! 

 

 
 

 

      The Annual Meeting will be 

held in the St. Asaph lobby on Tuesday, 

October 18, 6:30 sign-in, 7:00 meeting. 
 
Other monthly Board meetings are held on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM in the  
3rd floor South Pitt Street solarium.  The meetings 
are the place for residents to learn all that is  
happening in the building and to voice concerns  
and comments. 
 



Reminders  

 

 Very Important!  Residents with pets, please 
always use the side doors or lobby doors when 
entering or exiting the building.  Some residents are 
using the garage doors for this purpose, but this 
poses safety and security hazards to use doors that 
are meant for automobiles and allows for non-
residents to enter at will. 
 

 Again for the protection of our safety, if you are 
working with a realtor, please request that they not give 
out the code to the building.  
 

 The locked bulletin boards in the entryways are for 
internal St. Asaph Square communications to 
owner/residents only.  A large bulletin board for posting 
notices such as ‘for sale’ items, etc., is located outside 
Mr. Serry’s office.  Residents may also forward any items 
you believe to be of interest for posting in the new 

Community Bulletin Board column of this newsletter.  
 

 Shopping carts in the basement are the property of 
specific owners and are located at their respective 
parking spaces.   Please return all carts to their original 
location.  They are for the sole use of the individual who 
owns the parking space unless otherwise authorized. 
 

 Dogs should be kept on leashes in common areas. 
 

 Please ensure that all trash and recycling items are 
placed in the receptacles in the garage trash rooms and 
that trash chute rooms are kept free of non-bagged 
waste. Boxes should be flattened before placing in all 
receptacles. Note: Single Stream Recycling is in effect.  

 

  An excellent website with lots of information 
about recycling in Alexandria is…. 

http://alexandria.gov/tes/solidwaste/info/default.aspx? 

 Residents are reminded not to park in designated 
parking spaces unless they have the owner’s prior 
approval. Visitors who use the outdoor visitors’ parking 
spots need to register their vehicles with the office. If the 
office is closed, please put a sign on the dashboard 
indicating which unit the car is visiting.  The complex 
reserves the right to tow non-registered vehicles. 
 

 There is a ‘NO SMOKING’ policy in common areas of 
St. Asaph Square, including open air balconies. 
 

 Here’s a handy link to the City of Alexandria site - 
you can submit online requests for the city to do 
something.  For example, would you like the bus stop on 
South Washington Street to be restored?  Click here and 
let your voice be heard: 
http://request.alexandriava.gov/CCC/#tab=Find 
. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

 
 

CARDINAL MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC 

4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 201 

Woodbridge, VA  22192 
 

Office Hours:    Monday – Friday  
   8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

 

Office Phone Number:     703-569-5797 

FAX Number:     803-866-3156 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER:  1-866-370-2989 

 

Serry’s Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday and Friday:   
  8:30 A.M – 5:30 P.M. 

Thursday:  10:30 A.M. – 7:30 P.M. 

For emergencies during office hours, 

please contact Cardinal at 703-569-5797. 

For after-hours emergencies, 

call 1-866-370-2989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Asaph Square website has lots of 

helpful information. You can find a calendar plus St. 

Asaph forms & rules on the Owners/Residents tab, 

links to help you move around the DC metro area on 

the Neighborhood Links tab, weather, and more. 

Just go to http://www.st-asaph-square.com. 
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With this issue, I will be stepping down as editor 
of the newsletter.  I thank Van Keane for helping 
me get started with it four years ago, and Serry 
for handling all printing and distribution.   
Please consider offering your talents to keeping 
it going as I think a newsletter is an important 
key in building a sense of community.  Ginny 

 

Saint Asaph Square Newsletter team,  

Ginny Long, Editor 

Yahya M. Serry,  

Production and Distribution 

 
 
 
 
 

 
To minimize printing costs, our goal is to provide the newsletter electronically as much as possible.  If you would like to 
receive a copy of the newsletters via email, please submit your email address to Serry at Stasaph801@verizon.net.  If 
you would like to receive the newsletters using our website, just log onto http://www.st-asaph-square.com and go to 
the Owners/Residents’ tab where the newsletters are posted (please see Serry for the password you will need to access 
that page).  Deb Bowman, creator of the website, will be happy to assist you if you have any problems or questions.  If 
you do not have a computer and would like hard copies of the newsletter to be delivered to you, please notify Serry. 

 
Please note that this newsletter is for the purpose of disseminating information that may be useful, important to know, 
or interesting to residents. The Editor and Board reserve the right to control content of the newsletter.  Residents with 
complaints or dissatisfactions should please direct them to the Board, either in person or in writing.  Such issues are 
then brought up and discussed during the Community Forum session of every Board meeting.

 
   ST. ASAPH SQUARE BOARD 

Bev Keane, President 

Deb Bowman, Vice President 

Shari Keefer, Treasurer 

Ralph Rosenbaum, Secretary 

Jack Burton, Member at Large 
                Board email:       
 saintasaphsquareboard@gmail.com 

 

   CARDINAL MANAGEMENT 

     Patrick M. Mazzei, CMCA, AMS 
        Agent for the Association 
            4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 201  

   Woodbridge, VA  22192 
 p.mazzei@cardinalmanagementgroup.com 

 

        Yahya M. Serry, CMCA 

      On-Site Manager 
      St. Asaph Square Condominiums 
 801 South Pitt Street 
 Alexandria, VA 22314 
 703-683-5858 

           Stasaph801@verizon.net 
 

       Veronica Reyes, Housekeeping staff 

        Leodan Reyes, Maintenance staff  
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