
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      Saint Asaph Square website has lots of news and information for you. 
Check it out at http://www.st-asaph-square.com 

 

Board President’s Report 
Debbie Bowman, President 

Happy New Year!  
 
I am looking forward to an exciting year. Our Committees 
and the Board of Directors are working very hard to keep 
Saint Asaph Square an amazing place to live. The 
Decorating Committee is conducting extensive research 
and exploring options to improve the look of our 
building. It was clear from the Decorating Committee’s 
report at the January board meeting that many people 
have put in a lot of hours to educate themselves on 
design issues and building components. As we have 
already seen, the Landscaping Committee has helped 
improve the look of the grounds around Saint Asaph 
Square. If we can do the same inside our building, our 
property values should increase accordingly. Our 
respective investments benefit from the overall 
appearance and maintenance of our entire property, not 
just the condition of our individual units.  
 
In order to maintain our property in the best manner 
possible, if there are any issues at Saint Asaph Square — 
including but not limited to elevators, leaks and repairs 
— please alert Serry, Patrick and the Board promptly, 
and provide all available details, so we can tackle and 
resolve the situation expeditiously.  
 

I encourage you to visit the Saint Asaph Square website 
at http://www.st-asaph-square.com which has a number 
of items you should find helpful. For example, on the 
“Neighborhood Links” tab, you’ll find information on 
local transportation and sites of interest. On the 
“Owners/Residents” tab, you will see an online calendar 
of Saint Asaph events, the rules on specific topics 
(contractors, pool, pets, door decorations, etc.) and 
other forms you need. Serry or I can provide you with 
the password to access that page. You can even use the 
online form on the “Contact Us” tab to reach out to the 
Board. Please let me know what else you might want to 
see on the website.  
 
Thanks again to all of our committee members who give 
so much of their time to our community. Their 
contributions are important. The Landscaping, 
Decorating, Pool, Covenants, Budget and Social 
Committees all assist the Board of Directors in carrying 
out our responsibilities to the Association. If you are 
interested in joining any of these committees, I would be 
happy to put you in contact with the respective chair.  
 
Wishing you all a healthy winter (and year)!  
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Welcome Wagon    

Debby Palmer-Mills, Chair 

 
We welcome our newest residents and wish them well in 

their new home. 
 
     Robin Austin in Unit 314 
       Anne Bramson in Unit 315 
  Jerry & Brenda Lowell in Unit 416 
                 Sara Tate in Unit 205 
 

              
 

Social Committee        

Ginny Long, Chair 

 
Craft Group     The Social Committee has heard from 
residents who would like to join others in doing crafts.  
Let’s get a group going….email vlongmath@aol.com if 
you’re interested.   

Happy Hour meets at about 5:30 on Friday evenings in 
the Saint Asaph lobby.  Come meet old friends and new 
to warm up this cold winter. 

Decorating Committee    
Ginny Long & Shari Keefer, Co-Chairs 
Committee Members Erika Baum, Deb Bowman,  

Kathy Helfert, Celeste Johnston, and Karen Leydet  

 

Saint Asaph Square Refurbishment Project 
The Decorating Committee’s overall goal from the 
beginning of our research on the updating project has 
been to present to the community and to the Board 
specific design options. The Board has a fiduciary 
responsibility to maintain the building; the appearance 
of the common areas is therefore of prime importance.  
 
We’ve come a long way since we solicited three free 
lobby designs, but our committee has since recognized 
that it is critical to work with a designer experienced in 
commercial design. We also realize that it is important to 
ensure a cohesive look for the whole building.  
 

We’re currently meeting with commercial interior 
designers, and we’re also working to complete a 
spreadsheet with the rationale for specific possible 
replacement components and the estimated costs of 
each, which will be shared with owners. The spreadsheet 
will provide the Board with the information it needs to 
decide how to move forward. 
 
The components under consideration are wall coverings, 
lighting, flooring, hallway carpets, lobby and other 
furnishings, and popcorn ceiling removal.  We cannot 
emphasize enough that we continue to research all of 
these items, and only once our research is complete will 
we present our recommendations to the Board, which 
will make the ultimate decision on how much, if any, 
work is in the community’s best financial interest.  
 
Owners will be kept informed during this process and will 
have the opportunity to ask questions and express their 
views. To facilitate this process, the Decorating 
Committee plans to conduct “town hall” style meetings 
that will be announced via email, our St. Asaph website 
online calendar and hard copy. We value your opinion 
and hope interested owners will attend.  
 

Other News and Notes 
The Decorating Committee always welcomes new 
members.  Please contact Ginny Long at 
vlongmath@aol.com or Shari Keefer at 
sharikeefer@comcast.net if you are interested in joining.  
We’re happy to have Erika Baum, Celeste Johnston, and 
Karen Leydet on our team now, and we’re really looking 
forward to Kathy Helfert’s return from Texas, where she 
and Dave spend the winter. 
   
The Decorating Committee owes a debt of gratitude to 
Donna Douglas, who needed to step down but not 
before she devoted countless hours in our research 
process --  getting many estimates, meeting with 
professionals, and contributing valuable suggestions and 
guidance to our team. Thank you so very much, Donna.   
  
Lastly, the Decorating Committee is pleased to have 
completed the gate numbering project, with many 
thanks to Serry and Leo for their assistance.   
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  Management’s Corner 
Patrick M. Mazzei 

              Community Manager 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Congratulations and Kudos to the Board of Directors and 
Committees who worked so hard in 2014 to make it a 
very productive and fiscally profitable year.  Board 
members did their part and took on the fiduciary 
responsibility bestowed upon them.  This is evident in 
the work completed on the physical plant (building) in 
2014 and in the surplus in the budget at year’s end. 
 
2015 is shaping up to be an exciting year as there are 
many building projects in the planning stages, including, 
but not limited to interior restorations, exterior painting, 
phase pool deck resurfacing, and garage area overhaul. 
 
The challenge is, and will always be, making St Asaph 
Square the most sought-after community in the southern 
quadrant of Old Town.  In order to achieve this goal, I 
believe that the Board and Management need to be 
proactive and evaluate what is required to maintain curb 
appeal and property values while working within the 
2015 budget constraints. The Board of Directors needs to 
make business decisions based on the good of the 
community.  Some decisions will not be popular, and are 
difficult, to say the least.  The Board of Directors serves 
the community as a whole, and not any one individual. 
There will be times when they are criticized, but as 
Aristotle said, “There is only one way to avoid criticism: 
do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing.” Thankfully, this 
attitude is not that of your Board of Directors! 
 
In addition to the physical plant, the Board will be 
evaluating the feasibility of Policy Resolutions that will 
help mitigate water damages and to address the vent 
cleaning of individual clothes dryers. The intentions of 
these resolutions are to provide the assurances that the 
building residents perform maintenance on a 
preventative schedule on components within their units.  
If the Resolutions are passed, each unit owner and 
resident will receive a copy, either by hand delivery or in 
the mail. 

 
Be a part of the community, volunteer, and attend the 
meetings of the Association. Also, please call me directly 
if I can be of service to you in 2015.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahya M. Serry 

 On-site Manager 

 
The Board and Management thank you very much for 
taking part in the holiday door decoration contest. You 
will surely attest to the fact that we are all winners in 
that the door decorations made the Square a little more 
festive than ever. 
 
Now that the holiday season is over, it is time for us to 
put away the decorations and have them ready for a 
more beautiful display of our talents next season.  We 
are, therefore, appealing to all to remove all holiday 
decorations from the unit doors so we once more are in 
compliance with the Association’s Rules and Regulations.  
Once again, we thank all very much for making the 
Square beautifully different during the holiday season. 

 
 
Best regards, 
Yahya 
 
 
 
 

            

            H a p p y   B i r t h d a y ! 

Patrick very kindly contributed the prizes  
for our 3rd Annual Door Decorating Contest.   

Thank you from all of us  
at St. Asaph Square, Patrick. 

 



Getting to Know You…  

     By Mary Ann Radebach 

 
For each newsletter issue, Mary Ann selects a resident or 
staff member to interview.  The spotlight this time shines 
on a friendly neighbor and Happy Hour regular, our very 
own… 

Ann Louise Mapes 
and Sadie 

 

                           
 
Ann Louise started out in Illinois where she lived until 
she was four years old.   Then as her father’s job 
changed, she, her older sister, mother and father moved 
to Rockville Center, Long Island.  Living close to New York 
City, with her family’s encouragement, she took 
advantage of the cultural events, and there she acquired 
her love of the theater, ballet and concerts. 
 
After graduating from Katharine Gibbs Secretarial School, 
she moved to New York City and worked for CBS legal 
department, Herman Miller Furniture Company and the 
Sign of the Dove, a high-end restaurant.  In 1964 she 
moved to Southwest DC to be closer to her sister.  Ann 
Louise worked in an administrative position at Gallaudet 
University’s Ph.D. program and was Secretary to the 
Director at Dumbarton Oaks in Georgetown.  She found a 
career home with a law firm where she worked as a legal 
secretary for 22 years until she retired. 
 
About 9 years ago, her life changed when Sadie 
(Portuguese Water Dog/Poodle mix) came into her 
life.  Sadie was the runt of the litter and her then owner 
Bill hand fed her so that she could survive.  Today, when 

Sadie sees Bill, she runs to him, and if a dog could hug, 
she would hug Bill.  Ann Louise says that Bill is Sadie’s 
first love, but she is a pretty good second. 
 
Ann Louise’s travels have taken her to China, Africa, 
Galapagos Islands, France and England.  Besides travel, 
Ann Louise likes to cook, take aerobic dance at the Lee 
Center, go to movies and enjoys reading.  She and her 
sister were bird watchers in Cape May, New Jersey, for 
many years.  Ann Louise has lived at St Asaph Square 
since June, 2013 and continues to enjoy life in Old 
Town.  Sadie is also active and successfully completed 
Agility Training for dogs.  
 
So if you see Ann Louise and her gentle companion, 
Sadie, in the halls of St Asaph, say hello and greet them 
as friends. 

 

 

 
Our “Odds and Ends” column is for all kinds of 
things…from thoughtful commentary, to recipes, to 
words of appreciation and more.   All are welcome to join 
in.   
 

Something interesting to think about is where 
words come from – for example, the word “daisy”, as 
explained by Webb B. Garrison in his book Why You Say 
It (Abingdon Press, 1955).  Before the beginning of 
recorded history, man was familiar with a little herb 
which bore an abundant crop of blooms having a yellow 
center and white or pink petals.  Some unknown 
investigator, forerunner of the modern botanist, had 
sufficient curiosity to study the plant.  He discovered that 
the flower closes its petals and goes to sleep at night, 
only to open its eyes again the next morning. 
   
So he called the plant daeges eage (eye of the day).    
Medieval times brought a change in spelling, dayeseye, 
in which form the original meaning was still clear.  
Modernized spelling brought still other modifications, so 
although the plant still closes its eyes at night and opens 
them at dawn, the modern word daisy gives little 
indication that the flower is properly known as “the eye 
of the day.”  

 

                              

 



To submit an item for the  
March/April Newsletter, 

please send to 
vlongmath@aol.com by  

March 15. 

Reminders  

 Please ensure that all trash and recycling 
items are placed in the receptacles in the trash 
room and that trash and chute rooms are kept free 
of non-bagged waste.  Boxes must be flattened 
before placing in receptacles. Note: Single Stream 
Recycling is in effect.  Recyclable material can be 
placed in the marked recycling bins and does not 
need to be separated by type as before. 
 
 

 Residents are reminded not to park in 
designated parking spaces unless they have the 
owner’s prior approval. Visitors who use the 
outdoor visitors’ parking spots need to register 
their vehicles with the office. If the office is closed, 
please put a sign on the dashboard indicating 
which unit the car is visiting.  The complex reserves 
the right to   tow non-registered vehicles. 
 

 Residents are requested not to use the 
entryway rugs to keep the door open while 
checking their mailboxes.  Doing so causes 
unnecessary wear on the new rugs.  Your 
cooperation is appreciated.  
 

 There is a ‘NO SMOKING’ policy in common 
areas of St. Asaph Square, including open air 
balconies. 

 
 

   We have a little library on the 3rd 
floor of the South Pitt Street side, organized and 
maintained by Van Keane.   (If locked, your key to 
the building will open it.)  
 

 Here’s a handy link to the City of 
Alexandria site - you can submit online requests 
for the city to do something.  For example, would 
you like the bus stop on South Washington Street 
to be restored?  Click here and let your voice be 
heard: 
 
http://request.alexandriava.gov/CCC/#tab=Find 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Our monthly Board meetings are 

held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 PM 

South Pitt Street lobby. 

 

The meetings are the place for residents to 

learn all that is going on in the building and to 

voice questions, comments, concerns, complaints, 

and appreciation.  

 

The next Board meeting is  
Tuesday, February 17  

 
 

 

 

Saint Asaph Square 

website has SO much!  You can 

find a calendar plus Saint Asaph 

forms and rules on the 

Owners/Residents tab, links to help 

you move around the DC metro area 

on the Neighborhood Links tab, 

weather, and more.  Check it out at 

http://www.st-asaph-square.com. 
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To minimize printing costs, our goal is to provide our newsletter electronically as much as possible. 

 

If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletters via email, please submit your email address to Serry at 

Stasaph801@verizon.net. 
 

If you would like to receive the newsletters using our website, just log onto http://www.st-asaph-square.com and go to the 

Owners/Residents’ tab where the newsletters are posted (please see Serry for the password you will need to access that page).  

Deb Bowman, creator of the website, will be happy to assist you if you have any problems or questions. 

 

If you do not have a computer and would like hard copies of the newsletter to be delivered to you, please notify Serry. 

 

Saint Asaph Square Newsletter team,  

Ginny Long, Editor 

              Yahya Serry, Production and Distribution 

 
Please note… 
This newsletter is for the purpose of disseminating information that may be useful, important to know, or interesting to residents; it is not 

the appropriate place to air dissatisfactions.  The editor and Board reserve the right to control content of the newsletter.  Residents with 

complaints or dissatisfactions should please direct them to the Board, either in person or in writing. Such issues are then brought up and 

discussed during the Community Forum session of every monthly Board meeting.     

 

 

Serry’s Office Hours 

Monday -  Wednesday and Friday:   
  8:30 A.M– 5:30 P.M. 

Thursday:  10:30 A.M. – 7:30 P.M. 

For emergencies during office hours, please 

contact Cardinal at 703-569-5797. 

For after-hours emergencies, please call  
1-866-370-2989  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE TEAM 
Board Members 

Debbie Bowman, President 
Bev Keane, Vice President 
Shari Keefer, Treasurer 
Ralph Rosenbaum, Secretary 
Jack Burton, Member at Large 
Board email: 
saintasaphsquareboard@gmail.com 

 
Cardinal Management 
Patrick M. Mazzei, CMCA, AMS 

Agent for the Association 
 4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 201  
 Woodbridge, VA  22192 

p.mazzei@cardinalmanagementgroup.com 

 

Front Office Staff 
Yahya M. Serry, CMCA 
     On-Site Manager 

      St. Asaph Square Condominiums 
 801 South Pitt Street 
 Alexandria, VA 22314 
 703-683-5858 

           Stasaph801@verizon.net 
 
Veronica Reyes, Housekeeping staff 
Leodan Reyes, Maintenance staff 
  

 

CARDINAL MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC 

4330 Prince William Parkway, Suite 201 

Woodbridge, VA  22192 

Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

Office Phone Number: 703-569-5797 

FAX Number:  803-866-3156 

EMERGENCY NUMBER:  1-866-370-2989 
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