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Board President’s Report 
Debbie Bowman, President 
 

 
Hello Neighbors,  
 
It should be an exciting year at Saint Asaph Square with work 
on the elevator replacement project kicking off soon. It has 
been a long time coming so it’s good to see things finally 
moving forward. We will provide as much information to you 
as possible so you are not surprised by anything that happens 
during the process. 
 
I know many of you are frustrated by the problems we have 
been having with the garage door card reader which at times 
is causing you major inconveniences. The Board and 
management take this problem very seriously and are 
working to find the most reliable, secure, efficient, and 
updated device to ensure that problems do not recur once 
the problem is resolved. I understand you may be frustrated, 
and we appreciate your patience while we explore the 
various options. Once we identify the right equipment, we 
will act quickly so the work to improve the system can be 
carried out promptly.  
 
Don’t forget to check out our Saint Asaph Square website at 
http://www.st-asaph-square.com. I hope you will bookmark it 
and visit it regularly to keep up with what is going on in our 
building. Let us know what else you might want to find there.  
 
Here’s hoping for an early spring so we can get out of the 
deep freeze.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcome Wagon 
Debby Palmer-Mills & Shari Keefer, 
Chair and Co-Chair 
 

Our spiffy red wagon didn’t make any stops since the last 
newsletter…she’s resting up for spring?? 
 
 

 

Social Committee         

 Ginny Long, Chair                                          
                                                         

Feeling cabin fever with all this c-c-c-o-l-d weather???  
Well, here’s the ticket: come out to dinner at Del Ray Café with 
your friends and neighbors on Friday, February 21.  Ralph 
Rosenbaum, who heads the popular “Dinner Out” events, asks 
that you call him at 703-519-9897 by Wednesday, Feb. 19 so 
that he can make the reservations.  If you’d like to carpool, 
please meet in the South Pitt Street Lobby at 6:15, or come to 
the restaurant at 205 East Howell Avenue by 6:30.  The 
reservation will be made under “St. Asaph Square”. 
 

Happy Hour continues at about 5:30 p.m. every Friday in the 

Saint Asaph Street lobby.  Come one and all to meet old 
friends and make new ones. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.st-asaph-square.com/


  

  

  

 

Decorating Committee  
Linda Burton, Chair 
 
The elevator work will start shortly…minor inconveniences 
may be entailed, but all for the greater good. 
 
Please email lindaburton@comcast.net if you have any 
thoughts, ideas, or suggestions for projects you might like the 
Decorating Committee to focus on in the upcoming year. 
 
 

Landscape Committee    

Bev Keane, Chair  

 
St. Asaph Square was the recipient of six new trees planted 
on both Green and Jefferson Street this fall.  The City of 
Alexandria assessed the trees surrounding the building and 
recommended and subsequently removed a large oak tree on 
Jefferson Street.  The city replaced that tree and added an 
additional five to improve the treescape in Alexandria.   
 
We are looking forward to working with a new landscape 
company this year to improve the look of our property.  We 
have two trees slated for removal and a new tree to be 
planted on South Pitt Street. 
 
As always, the Landscape Committee welcomes volunteers. 
 
 
 
 

                      Managements’ Corner 
   Patrick M. Mazzei 

                    Community Manager 

            Cardinal Management Group, Inc. 
 
COMMON CONTROLS 
 
There are 10 common HVAC units that service the interior of 
the buildings.  Each unit has a separate thermostatic control.  
Some controls are mounted on the walls; others (incremental 
through wall units) are on the unit themselves.  These units 
and their controls are common elements of the Association.  
That means when they break down, the cost to repair or 
replace is borne by the membership…you.  However, the 
access to the thermostat is not common.  They are controlled 
by the Board and adjusted ONLY by a qualified technician or 
the building manager. 
 
In an effort to maintain an even temperature throughout the 

building, all the thermostats are set to a maximum winter  
temperature of 68 degrees.  Tampering or changing that  
 
setting by any person other than the appropriate personnel  
previously mentioned is not permitted.  Please do not alter 
the thermostatic settings. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
COMCAST BUILDING RE-WIRING 
 
The Association is in the process of working with the cable 
service provider to have the old building wire replaced with 
new.  This will improve the cable signal and provide better 
service to residents.  The contractors are preparing to go to 
work.  This project’s success depends on access to ALL units, 
whether you utilize the cable service or not. To guarantee this 
project’s success, the Board of Directors will be addressing  
the mandate of compulsory access to all units at future 
meetings.  The cost of the building re-wiring will be borne by 
Comcast, and the Association receives a stipend for granting 
them exclusive wiring rights. 

 
 
 
  
 

 

           Yahya M. Serry 
              St. Asaph Square’s On-site Manager 
 
                          
                          USE OF PARKING SPACES 
 
In my recent inspections of the garage, I have noticed that 
some residents have developed the habit of storing items in 
their parking spaces. In some cases, residents are placing 
items in shopping carts and store them in their spaces. While 
residents are allowed to keep their small grocery carts in their 
spaces, loading them with items is not included in that 
allowance. Imagine what will be the look of the garage if all 
residents parking in the garage decide to do just that; it will 
be a real eye sore. Not only that, it is also a safety concern. 
 
Section 33 of the Condo Rules and regulations under “Parking 
Rules” states in part: 

……Unless otherwise authorized by the Association, 
the parking area may not be used for any  purpose 
other than parking automobiles, motorcycles and 
storing small “convenience style” grocery transport 
carts. 

 
Therefore, for the safety of fellow residents, for the respect 
of the condo rules and for the convenience of all, please 
avoid leaving items in the garage. Regard this article as an 
official notice; please remember that all future violators will 
face penalties without further warnings.  
 

Please help make the   a pleasurable place to live. 
SQUARE 

mailto:lindaburton@comcast.net


 
 
 

Our “Odds and Ends” is for all kinds of things…from 

thoughtful commentary, to recipes, to words of appreciation 

and more.   Please feel free to join in. 

                              
      

Decision Making at Saint Asaph Square 
via the Franklin Method 

David Anderson 

 
One of the great autobiographies is that of Benjamin Franklin. 
The great American was largely self-educated, yet he became 
a world renowned scientist who was known as “Dr. Franklyn”, 
who was the creator and publisher of Poor Richard's 
Almanac, was the inventor of the Franklin stove, discovered 
the fact that lightning was electricity, invented the lightning 
rod (which reduced the terror of lightning), invented bifocal 
glasses and daylight saving time (he suggested gunpowder on 
a sundial that would set off a cannon each hour), and was 
ambassador to Paris during the crucial time of negotiating for 
French support for the American experiment.  Because of the 
respect he commanded for his wisdom, he helped frame both 
The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States. I like to think of him as the unofficial godfather 
of both documents. 
 
In recounting the story of his life, “Dr. Franklyn” described his 
method for decision making that to this day is a model for 
analysis that anyone would do well to follow. Here is how it 
worked:  
 
Franklin would take a sheet of paper and would set up two 
columns -- one listing factors that favored a decision or 
choice, and one listing factors against it. Then he would fill in 
the two columns giving himself time to ruminate about the 
issue and time to think of all relevant points. When he felt 
that he had considered all of the relevant issues, he would 
start crossing out entries. If he felt that one factor in favor of 
a yes decision was of about the same weight as a factor 
against it, he would cross each one out. If one factor equaled 
two or more on the other side, then he would cross out all of 
them. By this process he would eventually eliminate all of the 
factors in one column. Then he would look at the remaining 
column and judge its total weight to determine if there was a 
clear choice or if the remaining factors were of little weight in 
which case there was no clear choice, but if a decision had to 
be made that was probably the best one. Note that this 
process also prepared his mind to discuss the problem 
logically in any debate that might ensue.  
 
Franklin adopted this process in his youth, and carried it 
through to his old age. (He died at 84, a lengthy life in those 

days due largely to his good sense in matters of diet, exercise, 
and rest.)  His process for decision-making is probably a major  
 
reason he was renowned throughout his life for his wisdom  
and the cogency of his arguments in debate, and why even in 
a much more sophisticated Paris, he was welcomed and 
indeed honored as an American original.  
 
What lesson is there in Franklin's example for us? Each of us 
has a role to play in decisions to be made as to how we 
should manage affairs at St. Asaph Square. We would do well 
to emulate Benjamin Franklin's approach as we consider 
issues that come up. We won't always need to use a sheet of 
paper, but we should honestly go over all the pros and cons 
in our minds at least and weigh them against each other. I am 
sure that if we do, we will have much better outcomes to 
look back on and we will all be more contented in our home 
here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

                Mr. Serry’s Office Hours 
 
         Monday through Wednesday and Friday:  
                           8:30 A.M– 5:30 P.M. 
         Thursday: 10:30 A.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
 

In case of Emergency, 
          call Cardinal’s Emergency number 

anytime day or night: 
 

1-866-370-2989 
 

 

Our Saint Asaph Square 

website has SO much!  You can find a calendar 

plus Saint Asaph forms and rules on the 

Owners/Residents tab, links to help you move 

around the Washington metro area on the 

Neighborhood Links tab, weather, and more.    

Check it out at http://www.st-asaph-square.com. 
 

http://www.st-asaph-square.com/
http://www.st-asaph-square.com/


 

MEET THE TEAM 
Board Members 

Debbie Bowman, President  
Ginny Long, Vice President  
Bev Keane, Secretary 
Donna Douglas, Treasurer  
R a l p h Rosenbaum, Member at Large 
 
Board email: saintasaphsquareboard@gmail.com 

 
Cardinal Management 

Patrick M. Mazzei , CMCA, AMS  
Agent for the Association 

p.mazzei@cardinalmanagementgroup.com 

 
Front Office 

Yahya M. Serry, CMCA On-Site Manager 
St. Asaph Square Condominiums  
801 South Pitt Street   
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-683-5858 

              Stasaph801@verizon.net 

      
 
 
 
 

                             Reminders…  
 
 
 

       
           Our Monthly Board meetings are held on the  

3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 PM in the South Pitt St. 
lobby.  The next Board meeting will be Thursday, 
January 30.  (The January meeting was rescheduled 
from January 21 due to weather issues.)  The meetings 

are the place for the unit owner to voice questions, 

comments, concerns, criticisms and complaints.  
 

   We have a little library on the 3rd           
floor of the South Pitt Street side.   
Dave Anderson recently sent from Florida three 

good books about dogs and dog training.  Thank you 

to Dave and to all who contribute! 

              
  

 Residents are reminded not to park in designated 
parking spaces unless they have the owner’s prior 
approval. Visitors who use the outdoor visitors’ 
parking spots need to register these vehicles with the 
office. If the office is closed, please put a sign on the 
dashboard indicating which unit the car is visiting. 
The complex reserves the right to tow non-registered 
vehicles. 

 
  There is a NO SMOKING policy in common areas of Saint 

Asaph Square, including open air balconies. Violators 
will be fined. 

 
  If you have a fire alarm in your unit, remember not to 

unplug it or remove it. Please call Mr. Serry if you’d like 
to have it removed. 
 

 Please ensure that all trash and recycling is placed in the 
receptacles in the trash rooms and that trash chute 
rooms are kept free of non-bagged waste.  Boxes  

           should be flattened before placing in receptacles.  
 Note: Single Stream Recycling is in effect.  Recyclable 
material can be placed in the marked recycling bins 
and does not need to be separated by type as before. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like to submit an item for publication 
in the upcoming M a r c h / A p r i l  issue, please send to 

SaintAsaphSquarenews@hotmail.com  
by March 15. 

 
To receive an electronic version of this newsletter, 

please submit your current email address 
                              to the email address above. 

 
Newsletters are also posted on the 

Owners/Residents’ tab of our website. 
 

                           Your St. Asaph Square Newsletter editors, 

 

                      Van Keane and Ginny Long 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:saintasaphsquareboard@gmail.com
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